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Synopsis

No historical event has left as deep an imprint on America’s collective memory as the Civil War. In
the war’s aftermath, Americans had to embrace and cast off a traumatic past. David Blight explores
the perilous path of remembering and forgetting, and reveals its tragic costs to race relations and

America’s national reunion.
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Customer Reviews

A little disjointed and rather long, but interesting consideration of the reflections on the importance of
racial issues following the U.S. Civil War. A beginning study of people’s impressions of the war and

how this resonates with people’s consciousness.

Very clear and concise with the reflections of the Civil War. This is a most read for those who want

the best insight about the war and race issues.



Interesting approach to a subject about which not enough is known.

Outstanding explanation of the 50 years after the Civil War and how white Southerners lost the war,
but triumphed over the freed black people despite their military loss. Well-researched without being
dry or dull. Helped to understand why the Civil Rights movement of the 60s was required 100 years

after Appomattox.

llluminating and relevant

Professor Blight has tremendous incite into the choices made between "healing" and "justice" that
still haunt us today. If you want to better understand the cultural reasons for the racial problems in
our society today, you should read this book.

An amazing book.

Excellent book for understanding the differing perspectives on the legacy of the Civil War and how
they developed.
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